
EMERGENT FINDINGS

Gender and sexuality over time
Children and young people’s sense of what it is to be male or female is an integral 
part of their relationships with their brothers and sisters. Their feelings and ideas 
about gender and sexuality can be confi rmed, challenged and negotiated as part 
of their everyday interactions with each other over time.  

Shifting generations across time
Generation can be understood and enacted as a discursive construction between 
sisters and brothers, rather than an fi xed family-based or cohort-based position. 
Older siblings can be regarded as parent-like and belonging to a different 
generation, while older relatives such as aunts can be considered the same 
generation as a sibling.

Growing closer, growing apart
Relationships with brothers and sisters are dynamic, with change and continuity 
over time. Bad relationships can shift into close ones as siblings grow older, 
especially around shared music interests and other activities. Once close 
connections can loosen as siblings develop other intimate relationships.

INTRODUCTION

Who counts as a sister or brother? What is the signifi cance of siblings and 
friends in the lives of children and young people? Do such relationships change 
over time? 

This project is tracking the lives of participants from mid-childhood to young 
adulthood to help answer these and other questions. It explores how such 
relationships relate to young people’s sense of self as their individual and family 
biographies unfold. The project provides a valuable qualitative longitudinal dataset 
that documents the meanings, experiences and fl ows of children’s prescribed 
(sibling) and chosen (friendship) relationships.

POLICY, PRACTICE AND PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

A wide range of professionals and policy-makers are interested in the research, 
including those working in:

• children and youth-centred support/services
• education, career development and mentoring
• family support/policy
• health and social care

Examples of public engagement activities that we’ve conducted include:

•  Inviting people to complete an online or actual postcard telling us about 
their relationships with their siblings. We received nearly 800 responses 
in one week.

•  A collaboration with BBC Memoryshare, where people can share their 
memories of their sisters and brothers online: www.lsbu.ac.uk/families/
brothersandsisters.

•  A family fun weekend in collaboration with the V&A Museum of Childhood, 
London, visited by nearly 1500 people.

ACADEMIC CONTRIBUTION

The research is contributing to a number of theoretical, substantive and 
methodological debates including:

• Relationality and individuality
•  Social divisions and social context, especially gender, social class 

and generation
• Spatiality and temporality
• Ethics and archiving

RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY

So far, we have collected waves of data from over 50 children and young 
people, from a range of family, ethnic and class backgrounds and 
geographical locations across Britain, when they were age 6-13 in 2003, 
10-17 in 2007, and 12-19 in 2009.

The topics covered in interviews include: feelings about growing older; 
signifi cant life events; change and continuity in relationships with family 
members, in particular siblings; and the signifi cance of friends and 
friendship all within the context of everyday life at home, at school/college/
work and in the local area.  

Materials being archived include:

•  Digital transcripts of interviews, as well as audio data about the young 
people’s family, friends, home, neighbourhood and school.

•  Visual material such as network maps of relationships, timelines of 
signifi cant events, and photographs of important places in the home.

•  ‘Cultural commentaries’ explaining popular interests, and brief essays 
on ‘when I’m 25’.

•  Notes on interviewees’ social characteristics and circumstances, and 
fi eldnotes about the interview process.

For further information please see our project website: 
www.lsbu.ac.uk/families/yourspace
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