
INTRODUCTION

The plan for the dataset created from the Timescapes projects and their 
affi liates is that it will live on as an accessible and re-useable resource, 
available to other researchers over the years, growing and developing in 
line with the programme’s original aims. Secondary analysis is central to 
Timescapes’ work and is a core part of each project. 

Secondary analysis offers opportunities for the development of new theorising 
from existing data, the creation of new data and the exploration of new 
methodologies in data use and re-use. Through browsing and serendipity, 
web-based archives offer opportunities for creative interpretations through 
the sharing of theories and the juxtaposing of perspectives.  

AFFILIATED PROJECTS

We are encouraging new projects to be affi liated to the Timescapes 
study and Archive. These will have a commitment to data sharing, 
including deposit of any new data in the Archive and a reworking of 
existing Timescapes data. In this way the Archive will grow and fl ourish 
and be fully utilised. Details of affi liated projects and guidelines for 
becoming affi liated to Timescapes are available from Linda Fox, 
l.j.fox@leeds.ac.uk, 0113 343 8489 

Data generated by Timescapes’ projects is both qualitative and longitudinal 
and this offers additional opportunities for the development of innovative 
analytical strategies once secondary analysis is brought into play. 
Revisiting one’s own, or another’s data introduces interesting complexities 
once a lapse of time is included into analysis. New or developed theories 
and collaborations, as well as awareness of changing contexts add 
new dimensions to archived data, thereby ensuring its longevity and 
continued relevance.

It is Timescapes’ intention to make signifi cant and substantive contributions 
to this new and fast developing research area.

ACTIVITIES

During the lifetime of Timescapes we will run secondary analysis 
workshops and seminars, some internal to the programme and others open 
to the research community generally. All will offer opportunities to explore 
and develop knowledge and skills in the re-use of archived data. These will 
include topics such as:

• Embedding secondary analysis into project design

• Ethical issues for secondary analysis

• Temporality as an analytical tool 

• Cross generational and life course analysis

• Choosing and working with different CAQDAS packages

• Generating strategies for the re-use of archived data

•  Developing secondary analysis strategies with established longitudinal 
data sets using mixed methods

•  The secondary analysis of fi eldnotes and ephemera relating to 
specifi c projects

• The secondary analysis of archived photographs and visual images.
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ACADEMIC AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS

The project aims to provide an academic and a policy resource through 
advancing substantive understanding of important social processes 
and trends, but also a conceptual and methodological resource through 
exemplifying the scope for the joined-up use of macro and micro level 
data sets. 


