
ABOUT TIMESCAPES

Timescapes is a large scale qualitative longitudinal study that explores 
how personal lives and family relationships develop and change over time. 
Our focus is on relationships with signifi cant others: parents, grandparents, 
siblings, children, partners, friends and lovers. 

BIOGRAPHY, HISTORY AND HUMAN AGENCY

Our teams of qualitative researchers track individuals and family groups 
over time to gather their life histories and personal narratives. These rich 
and detailed accounts show the interior logic of people’s lives and their 
journeys through the life course against a backdrop of historical change. 
In this way, Timescapes seeks to understand how social change is created,
lived and experienced.    

THE TIMESCAPES ARCHIVE 

The rich data from our projects is being gathered together to form a specialist 
resource for current and future use. Over 400 participants will be contributing 
data to the archive from our core projects and new affi liated projects will 
be adding more data over time as well as re-using the existing data. 
The archive includes:

• Qualitative, multi-media  data  (text, images, audio, video, drawings)

• Cumulative longitudinal data 
 that gains in signifi cance 
 over time 

•  Accounts generated by 
participants as well as 
by researchers  

•  Detailed contextual material 
and search tools (fi eld notes 
and methods fi les, analytical 
fi les, key word searching at 
case level)  

INTEGRATING RESEARCH, 
ARCHIVING AND DATA RE-USE 

The Archive represents a unique collaboration between researchers, participants 
and archivists. Our researchers began planning for archiving at the start of data 
collection, for example, by producing high quality data for re-use and helping 
to design consent forms for participants. They have also tested out the browse, 
search and other functions of the archive to ensure the system is effective and 
easy to use. 

A SECURE AND ACCESSIBLE RESOURCE 

Our access arrangements enable the secure use of all data, even the most 
sensitive. There are four levels of access: data open to the public; data open to 
users who register by signing a standard licence; data open to approved users on 
a case-by-case basis; and embargoed data that is catalogued ready for use at a 
specifi ed date in the future. Data in the archive is already in demand, particularly 
from our growing number of affi liated researchers. From 2010 we will be running 
training workshops to facilitate use of the archive.     
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LINKING LONGITUDINAL DATA 
TO PRODUCE ROBUST EVIDENCE  

Timescapes is developing collaborative links with other national level datasets, 
both qualitative and quantitative (e.g. Understanding Society, National Child 
Development Study, and Mass Observation). Initiatives to link, share and re-
use comparable data enable researchers to produce more robust research 
evidence and strengthen the impact of their fi ndings. The collaboration between 
Timescapes and Understanding Society, for example, will enable broad evidence 
about demographic and family changes to be combined with in-depth insights 
into how and why such changes occur. This will strengthen the evidence base 
upon which to build effective long term policies to support children, parents, 
older people and family groups.        


