
The Timescapes Archive 
 

A look inside…. 

 
Brenda Phillips, University of Leeds - Timescapes 

http://www.timescapes.leeds.ac.uk/ 

 

http://www.timescapes.leeds.ac.uk/


 

To navigate through the presentation use the  

forward        and back        arrows 
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The Timescapes Archive 



Timescapes Themes 

• Relationships, identities, family life, intimacy, 
 care and support 
 

• The dynamics of personal lives : key turning  points 
 and transitions 
 

• People’s biographies set against a backdrop  of 
 inter-generational and historical change 



 

Lets search for a case in 
the Timescapes Archive. 

 

The word ‘tim’ has been 
entered in the Simple 

Search box. 

 

Click the Go button or 
click the arrow button. 

 

This will search the 
Timescapes archive and 
produce a set of results. tim 



The search results from the Timescapes archive show a number of 

hits for the word Tim, but before we have a look at a few of 
them, the next slide explains a little more about this page. 



The column entitled pseudonym allows you to explore the results of your search:  

• view a full description of the item/object 

• access the case file for the item/object 

• see what collections the item/object is a member of … 



 

Accessing the case files brings 
up the full description for the 
item/object you are viewing 
showing:  

 

• all the defined metadata 
for the item/object 

 

• the “View parent object” 
icon which shows us all 
the data for this case … 

 

• additional links to the 
item/object and its parent 
object  

 

• active search links to find 
records with the same 
metadata, and the 
collections that the 
item/object belongs to 

  

                         …back to Tim 
 

 

Link to the parent case object 

Active search links allow you 
search for objects with the same 
metadata values,  
this link would search for all males 
 

Link to the data object 

Collections that this 
object belongs to 



 

Tim is a participant in the 
“Young Lives and Times” 

project.  

 

The project has followed a 
cohort of young people as 
they grow from teenagers 

to adults. 

 

Tim has taken photos, 
made short videos, been 

interviewed and has 
created diagrams of his 

relationships with others. 

 

Click on any of the images 
or the play buttons to see 

the full size image or to 
play the clip. 

Photographs & diagrams 

Video diary excerpt  Interview excerpt 







Integrating research & archiving     

• Archiving of QL data as integral part of good research 
 practice, not an administrative ‘hand off’  

 

• Archive supports QL data management planning: (e.g. 
 transcription standards, anonymisation, gold standard 
 metadata): enables temporal analysis while creating 
 archive-ready data.   

 

• Archive as a repository for use by original QL researchers; 
 researchers revisit earlier waves of data,  and support 
 design, access, search tools   



 

We will now do a search 
for another case. 

 

 

The word ‘turning’ has 
been entered in the 
Simple Search box. 

 

 

Click the Go button or 
click the arrow button. 

 

 

This will search the 
archive and produce a 

set of results. 

turning 



The search results show a number of hits for Turning, we will look 
at a few of them in the next slide. 



 

The Family Lives and Turning 
Points Exhibition  

was brought together in 
collaboration  between the BBC 

Memoryshare and the 2010 ESRC 
Festival of Social Science week.  

 

The primary aim of the exhibition 
was to gather narratives from the 
general public about the turning 

points in their lives. 

 

The exhibition took place in 
London, Shoreditch and Leeds 

University, Parkinson Hall. 

 

Click on the thumbnails or the 
audio button to see the full size 

images or play the clip. 

 

Crying 
Shame 

Photographs 

Talking narratives 







The Timescapes Archive  
 

• A multi-media resource of Qualitative Longitudinal data 
   
• A specialist satellite of the UK Data Archive, developed in line 
 with national standards for data management and sharing 
 
• Facilitates refined thematic searching and retrieval of data 
 across datasets to aid comparative analysis.   
 
• Gives research participants a wider audience 
 
• Ensures precious, hard to collect data is well used  
 
• A valuable resource, bringing related datasets together for 
 sharing  and secondary use by original and new research teams.   
 
 
 
 
 



The archive can be accessed at 

http://www.timescapes.leeds.ac.uk/the-archive 

 

……that completes your short demonstration of the Timescapes Archive,   

but if you would like to access the archive further, why not complete a registration form? 

 

Registration details for the archive can be found at 

http://www.timescapes.leeds.ac.uk/about/register.php 

 

 

For further information about the archive contact 
Brenda Phillips, Data Resources Officer  at 

b.phillips@leeds.ac.uk 
 

mailto:b.phillips@leeds.ac.uk

